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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The amendment filed on 09/14/2006 has been entered and considered by 
examiner. 

2. Claims 4, 7-9, 12, 14-18, 20-21, 25-26, 32, 35-36, 39-44, and 46 have been 
canceled; claims 1-3, 5-6, 10-11, 13. 19, 22-24, 27-31, 33-34, 37, 38, and 45 are 
pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 1,19, and 24 are objected to because of the minor informalities. 
Claim 1 recites the term "a electronic desktop" in the second line of the claim; it 

should be written as "an electronic desktop". In line 24 of the claim, the terms "b)" and 
"another" are recited; it is believed that these terms should be deleted. 

Claim 19 recites the term "whereinthe" in the first line of the claim. It is 
suggested that it should be written as "wherein the". 

Claim 24 recites the term "virtualpile" in the second line of the claim. It is 
suggested that it should be written as "virtual pile". Appropriate correction is required. 

It is the best interest of the patent community that applicant, in his/her normal 
review and/or rewriting of the claims, to take into consideration these editorial situations 
and make changes as necessary. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to 
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which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to malce and use the same and shall set forth the 
best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-6, 10-11,13, 19, 22-24, 27-31 , 33-34, 37, 38, and 45 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description 
requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described in the 
specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites "a partial user-operational area" and "a partial nonuser- 
operational area". However, there is no description in the specification to support the 
above-mentioned limitations. The closest disclosure in the specification is as follows: 

Page 1 , lines 20 discloses "a user interface" but does not mention the user- 
operation area and nonuser-operational area. 

Claim 1 further recites "a minimized opened document". However, there is no 
description in the specification to support this limitation. The closest disclosure in the 
specification is found in page 1 , lines 20-23, where it discloses "documents on a 
desktop while they are still in use". 

Claim 1 also recites "the partial nonuser-operational area ... being smaller than 
the partial user-operational area". However, there is no description in the specification 
to support this limitation. 

Claims 2-3, 5-6, 10-11, 13, 19, 22-24, 27-31, 33-34, 37, 38, and 45 are rejected 
as incorporating the deficiencies of claim 1 upon which it depends. 
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Claim Rejections ■ 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e)the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed In the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed In the United States only if the International application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-3, 6, 10-1 1 , 1 3, 1 9, 22-24, 27-31 , 33-34, and 37-38 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Czerwinski et al. (Pub No. US 2004/0066414 
A1 , hereinafter Czenvinski). 

As to independent claim 1 , CzenA^inski discloses: 

A method for managing a plurality of opened documents being displayed on a 
electronic desktop of an electronic device (i.e., a method for managing software 
application windows, see [0007]), an opened document being an application invoked 
created area on the electronic desktop of the electronic device (i.e., graphical windows 
corresponding to instantiated software application, see [0021]), an area covered by the 
opened document being equal to substantially a total area of the electronic desktop of 
the electronic device or a partial user-operational area of the electronic desktop of the 
electronic device (i.e., desktop portion 102 as shown in Fig. 1), the opened document 
displaying the contents of an electronic file (e.g., items 108 and 110 and [0003]), in a 
user-operational manner, as a result of the execution by the electronic device, of the 
application (see [0035]), a minimized opened document being an application invoked 
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created area on the electronic desktop of the electronic device (i.e., control tiles 118, 
120, 122 and 124 corresponding to the instantiated program, see Fig. 1 and [0035]), an 
area covered by the minimized opened document being equal to a partial nonuser- 
operational area of the electronic desktop of the electronic device (i.e., taskbar portion 
114), the partial nonuser-operational area of the electronic desktop of the electronic 
device being smaller than the partial user-operational area of the electronic desktop of 
the electronic device (i.e., Fig. 1 clearly shows that taskbar 1 14 is smaller than desktop 
area 102) comprising: 

(a) minimizing a first opened document being displayed on the electronic desktop 
of the electronic device to create a first minimized opened document and creating a first 
icon on the electronic desktop of the electronic device to represent the first minimized 
opened document being displayed on the electronic desktop of the electronic device 
(i.e., item 118 as shown in Fig. 2A); 

(b) minimizing a second opened document being displayed on the electronic 
desktop of the electronic device to create a second minimized opened document and 
creating a second icon on the electronic desktop of the electronic device to represent 
the second minimized opened document being displayed on the electronic desktop of 
the electronic device (i.e., item 120 in Fig. 2A); 

(c) b) forming a virtual pile (i.e., pile 126) by selecting another the second icon 
representing the second minimized opened document being displayed on the electronic 
desktop of the electronic device and placing the second icon onto the first icon 
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representing the first minimized opened document being displayed on the electronic 
desktop of the electronic device (see [0037]); 

(d) modifying an appearance of the first icon to represent a virtual pile of 
minimized opened documents created by the first and second icons thereunder (i.e., 
icon 126 is created in place of icon 118, see Fig. 5); and 

(e) modifying an appearance of the second icon when the second icon is placed 
onto the first icon (i.e., icon 120 is shown as part of group icon 126, see Fig. 2A). 

As to claim 2, Czenwinski further teaches wherein the modifying of the 
appearance of the second icon renders the second icon, at least in part, invisible (i.e., 
group icon 126 includes icons 118 and 120; notes that icon 120 is invisible, see Fig. 5). 

As to claim 3, CzenA^inski teaches further comprising: 

(f) further modifying the appearance of the first icon upon subsequent placing of 
icons representing minimized opened document being displayed on the electronic 
desktop of the electronic device onto the virtual pile (e.g., item 140 as shown in Fig. 

7). 

As to claim 6, Czenvinski teaches further comprising: 

(f) displaying a graphic when an icon representing a minimized opened document 
being displayed on the electronic desktop of the electronic device is added to the virtual 
pile (e.g., item 130 as shown in Fig. 3). 
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As to claim 10, Czerwinski further teaches wherein the modification of said the 
appearance of the first icon displays a number representative of a total minimized 
opened documents in the virtual pile (e.g., piles "HOME" shows that 2 items Included In 
the pile, see Fig. 7). 

As to claim 1 1 , CzerwinskI further teaches wherein the modification of said the 
appearance of the first icon Includes the first icon having a miniature rendition of a 
minimized opened document In the virtual (e.g., thumbnail image 136 as shown in Fig. 
6). 

As to claim 1 3, CzerwinskI further teaches wherein the modification of said the 
appearance of the first icon Includes providing information about the type of minimized 
opened documents in the virtual pile (see [0043]). 

As to claim 19, CzenA^inski further teaches wherelnthe modification of the 
appearance of the first icon includes displaying a balloon box providing additional 
Information about a minimized opened document in the virtual pile (see preview item 
138 as shown in Fig. 6). 

As to claim 22, CzerwinskI teaches further comprising: 

(f) providing information regarding the virtual pile, when a mouse-over event is 
initiated (e.g.-, hovering over the thumbnail with a user selection device, see [0041] or 
page 7, right column, lines 56-60). 

As to claim 23, CzerwinskI teaches further comprising: 
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(f) providing information regarding a minimized opened document in tlie virtual 
pile, when a mouse-over event is initiated (see [0046]). 

As to claim 24, CzenA^insl^i teaches further comprising: 
(f) displaying a minimized opened document in the virtualpile, when a mouse- 
over event is initiated (see [0046] or page 7, right column, lines 25-29). 

As to claim 27, Czerwinski teaches further comprising: 

(f) selecting a minimized opened document located in said the virtual pile (e.g., 
obtaining an indication to remove the second tile from the group, see page 9, right 
column, lines 14-15); 

(g) providing an icon for said selected minimized opened document (see item 
1 1 8 and associated text in [0038]); 

(h) modifying an appearance of the virtual pile to indicate the removal of 

the element minimized opened document from the virtual pile (e.g., displaying the first 
and second tiles as separate control tiles, see page 9, right column, lines 17-18). 

As to claim 28, CzenA/inski teaches wherein said providing an icon for the 
selected minimized opened document includes restoring the original iconic 
representation thereof (e.g., restoring original tile 1 18 when it being removed from group 
126, see Fig. 3). 

As to claim 29, Czenvinski teaches wherein said providing an icon for the 
selected minimized opened document includes displaying a new iconic representation 
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therefore (e.g., displaying tile 1 18 when it being removed from group 126. see Fig. 3; 
note that tile 1 18 is not displayed there when included in the group 126). 

As to claim 30, Czerwinski teaches wherein the removal of a minimized opened 
document from the virtual pile is done by a drag-and-drop action (it is noted that the 
user select icon 118 and drag-and-drop it outside the group 126, see Fig. 3). 

As to claim 31, Czenvinski teaches further comprising removing the iconic 
representation of the virtual pile from view, upon removal of a last remaining minimized 
opened document from the virtual pile (see page 9, right column, lines 14-18). 

As to claim 33, Czerwinski teaches further comprising: 
(i) providing an exploded view of all minimized opened documents in the virtual 
pile in response to a mouse-over event (see Fig. 8). 

As to claim 34, Czerwinski teaches further comprising; 

(i) removing all minimized opened documents from the virtual pile in response to 
a mouse-over event (e.g., allows the user to manually collapse and restore the group, 
see [0040]). 

As to claim 37, Czenvinski teaches wherein a minimized opened document is 
removed in response to a computer system initiated event (e.g., the control tile group 
can be collapsed automatically by an operating environment and/or program, see 
[0040]). 
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As to claim 38, Czerwinski teaches wherein a minimized opened document is 
removed in response to a network initiated event (e.g., [0024]). 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U. S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Czenwinski in view of Microsoft Windows XP (screen capture from Microsoft Windows 
XP version 2002, hereinafter windows xp). 

As to claim 5, Czerwinski teaches the limitation of claim 1 for the reasons above. 
However, Czerwinski fails to expressly teach generating a sound when an icon 
representing a minimized opened document being displayed on the electronic desktop 
of the electronic is added to the virtual pile. Windows xp, though, teaches generating a 
sound when an icon representing a minimized opened docurnent being displayed on the 
electronic desktop of the electronic is added to the virtual pile (i.e., a sound is applied to 
events in windows and programs, see "Sound and Audio Devices Properties"). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have utilized the method of displaying a sound to events in 
windows and programs as taught by windows xp to the method of managing opened 
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documents as taught by Czerwinski to alert the user that some events have been 
occurred in the display (see windows xp screen capture). 

10. Claim 45 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Czenvinski in view of Mander et al. (Patent No. US 6,243,724 B1; hereinafter Mander). 

As to claim 45, Czerwinski teaches the limitation of claim 27 for the reasons 
above. However, Czerwinski fails to expressly teach that a minimized opened 
document is removed In response to an email initiated event. Mander, though, teaches 
an icon is removed (see col. 17, lines 20-25) in response to an email initiated event 
(e.g., organizing email documents including email subpiles, see col. 8, lines 14-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have used the method of removing an item from a pile in 
response to an email initiated event as taught by Mander to the method of managing 
opened documents as taught by Czerwinski to quickly find email messages since email 
documents are collected and classified based on user's specifications (see Mander col. 
8, lines 14-36). 

Response to Arguments 

11. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3, 5-6, 10-11. 13. 19, 22-24, 27- 
31 , 33-34, 37, 38, and 45 have been considered but are moot In view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 
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In view of amendment, the references of Czerwinski and windows xp have been 
added for the new ground of rejection. 

Conclusion 

12. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth In 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of tNs final action. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TuyetLien (Lien) T. Tran whose telephone number is 
571-270-1033. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Friday: 7:30 - 5:00 
(every other Friday off). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toil-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



T.T 

10/10/2006 



Lien Iran 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2179 



